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PRESS RELEASE 15 MAy 2020

Progress on the digitalisation of agriculture, forestry and rural areas

Consortium partners gathered for a virtual General Assembly over three days, 12-14 May 2020, to
advance work on the Horizon 2020 project, DESIRA.

Much of the work undertaken by partners has been advancing smoothly. Good progress was made in
the development of the Conceptual Analytical Framework for the project, which helps to achieve a
better understanding of the digitalisation of agriculture, forestry and rural areas. This framework
defines the research basis for the concepts of socio-cyber-physical systems (SCPs), game changers and
socio-economic impact. The meeting provided the space and time to develop a common
understanding of the concepts, while allowing participants to give feedback on the work carried out.

“We start from the understanding that technology produces winners, losers and opponents. And in
the light of it we should find criteria to assess the impact of technologies, not just the economic part
of it but also considering the three dimensions of sustainability: economy, society and biosphere.”

Gianluca Brunori, Project Coordinator

Within the General Assembly, training was provided to participants, particularly Living Labs
coordinators, on the methodological tools that will enable them to assess the current and past impact
of digitalisation. The first results of the Pan-European assessment of digitalisation in Europe were also
presented.

As part of the project, 20 Livings Labs have been set up across European countries, to further explore
and co-develop ideas, scenarios, and socio-technical solutions related to digitalisation in rural areas.
Their work will be fundamental to a better understanding of the social and economic impact of
digitalisation on the three main areas that the project is focusing on: agriculture, forestry and rural
areas.

Next steps

Further training on relevant topics and methodologies will be organised in the coming months to
support the work of the Living Labs.

The first Rural Digitisation Forum is foreseen for 10 September 2020, on a virtual format, bringing
together actors from across the EU to exchange about digitalisation in Europe.

About the project:

DESIRA (Digitisation: Economic and Social Impacts on Rural Areas) is a four-year project funded by the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme and is coordinated by the
University of Pisa, Italy. The project aims to improve the capacity of society and political bodies to
respond to the challenges that digitisation generates for agriculture, forestry and rural areas.

**w DESIRA receives funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under 1
5 . grant agreement No. 818194. The content of this document does not reflect the official opinion of the
European Union. Responsibility for the information and views expressed therein lies entirely with the author(s).
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The project is looking to build a knowledge and methodological base that makes it easier to assess the
past, current and future socio-economic impacts of ICT-related innovation. It brings together a variety
of partners from 25 organisations such as research institutes, NGOs and SMEs.

Note to the editors:

e For more information on the project and partners, please visit: http://desira2020.eu/
e Press contact: Roxana Vilcu, Communications Officer, AEIDL
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Disclaimer: This document was produced under the terms and conditions of Grant Agreement No. 818194 for the European Commission.
It does not necessarily reflect the view of the European Union and in no way anticipates the Commission’s future policy in this area.
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